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ever since March, 1793, and had given evidence of energy on
each occasion This was the first important appearance of
Fouche on the political stage, and the former life of the
future colleague, rival, and opponent of Talleyrand, as a
typical deputy on mission, deserves a few words.

Joseph Fouche was the son of a merchant captain, and
was born at La Martini fere, near Nantes, on September 19,1754.
His health was not strong enough for him to become a sailor,
as his father had wished, so, after receiving a good education
at Nantes, he devoted himself to teaching He was for some
time a tutor at the military college at VendSme, where he
made the acquaintance of Cazal&s, and next acted as professor
of mathematics at the famous Oratorian college at Juilly from
1784 to 1787, where he had Billaud-Varenne among his
colleagues. He took minor orders, and then went to Arras,
where he is said to have made the acquaintance of Charlotte
Robespierre, to whom, report goes, he in later days proposed
marriage. After 1790 he returned to Nantes as principal of
the college there, and, throwing off his orders, became a
prominent member of the local Jacobin club. In September,
1792, he was elected sixth deputy to the Convention by the
department of the Loire-Inf&ieure, on the proposition of
M^aulle.1 He made no mark as a speaker in that assembly,
and worked quietly in the Committee of Public Instruction
until March, 1793, when he was selected to go on mission
He was despatched in that month for recruiting purposes
with Villers to the departments of the Mayenne and the Loire-
Inferieure, and showed such vigour that he was transferred in
June to the departments of the Aube and Yonne to raise
recruits for the Vendean war, and in July to those of the
Nievre and the Allier for the same purpose 2 In each of these
latter departments he reorganized the authorities, and from
the first named especially he sent large sums of money to the
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